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From take-out containers to water bottles to hazmat suits, the practically ubiquitous material of 
plastic seals objects and bodies from their surrounding environment. But it does not do so 
benignly; it is one of the foremost causes of pollution in the oceans amongst other 
environmental problems. As an agent of containment and contamination, plastic is bound to 
new ecological realities, creating new aesthetic surfaces as it coats the earth. This paper will 
reconsider the world of plastic containers, asking how this material contains life. 
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This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is committed to 
affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the diversity of its workforce. U.Ed. LBA 15-55. Penn 
State encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. 
If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have questions about the physical 
access provided, please consult Sarah Denes at 863-4288 in advance of your participation or 
visit. 


