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This talk explores an aesthetics of stigmata, as framed by Claire Denis’s recent films, The Intruder 
and Trouble Every Day, and in dialogue with Van Gogh’s painterly engagement with stigmatic 
inscriptions at the turn of the century. Van Gogh’s emphasis on the stigmatic role of yellow in his 
late work, expressed through forms of “kinetic aggressivity,” will be shown to parallel the 
transgressive nature of Denis’s films, transgressive in both the formal and the affective senses, 
as thematized, for example, in sacrificial rituals (the Christ-like figure of the son in L’Intrus). At 
stake in both Van Gogh’s and Denis’s work is an insistence on the corporeal within networks of 
forces. 
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This publication is available in alternative media on request. Penn State is committed to 
affirmative action, equal opportunity, and the diversity of its workforce. U.Ed. LBA 15-55. Penn 
State encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. 
If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation or have questions about the physical 
access provided, please consult Sarah Denes at 863-4288 in advance of your participation or 
visit. 
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