
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HANDBOOK FOR  

GRADUATE STUDENTS  

2009ï2010 EDITION  

 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF  

COMPARATIVE  LITERATURE  
PENN  STATE  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                          

 
427 Burrowes Building 

University Park, PA 16802 

Phone: 814-863-0589 

Fax: 814-863-8882 

E-mail: cmlit@psu.edu 

http://complit.la.psu.edu/ 

 

 
 

mailto:cmlit@psu.edu


TABLE OF CONTENTS  

 

 

 
General Information 

 Areas of Interest and Structure of the Department ............................................................. 1 

 A Brief History of Comparative Literature at Penn State ................................................... 1 

 

Student Resources 

  1. Financial Aid .................................................................................................... 2 

  1. Tuition Grants-in-Aid ...................................................................................... 2 

  2. Loans and Other Financial Aid ........................................................................ 2 

  3. Normal Progress Timetables ............................................................................ 3 

 Advising ............................................................................................................................. 3 

 Combining Degree Programs with Concurrent Degrees .................................................... 4 

 The Big Ten or CIC Interchange ........................................................................................ 4 

 Study Abroad...................................................................................................................... 4 

 Student Activities ............................................................................................................... 5 

 Scholarship and Research Integrity (SARI) ....................................................................... 5 

 Computer Accounts: Access and Availability  .................................................................... 6 

 Jobs for Comparative Literature M.A.ôs and Ph.D.ôs ......................................................... 6 

 Certification as a Translator ............................................................................................... 7 

 Keeping Informed .............................................................................................................. 7 

 Help!  ............................................................................................................................. 7 

 

Teaching Assistantships, Research Assistantships, and  

Similar Appointments in the Department of Comparative 

Literature   ............................................................................................................................. 8    

 Teaching Assistantships ..................................................................................................... 8 

 Research Assistantships ................................................................................................... 10 

 CLS Editorial Assistantship ............................................................................................. 11 

 All Assistantships ............................................................................................................. 11 

 Fellowships ...................................................................................................................... 11 

 Duration of Financial Support through Penn State Assistantships,  

 Fellowships, and Lectureships ......................................................................................... 12 

 

The M.A. Program  ....................................................................................................................... 12 

 Progress through the Masterôs Program ........................................................................... 12 

 M.A. in Russian and Comparative Literature ................................................................... 13 

 Formal Review of Student Progress ......................................................... 14 

 Check Sheet: Degree Requirements.... ........................ ..................................................... 15 

  

The Ph.D. Program ....................................................................................................................... 17 

 Admission to the Ph.D. Program ...................................................................................... 17 

 Progress through the Ph.D. Program ................................................................................ 17 

 Candidacy Exam .............................................................................................................. 18 

 Comprehensive Exam....................................................................................................... 20 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (CONT.)  

 

 
 



The Ph.D. Program (cont.) 
 Dissertation ............................................................. ......................................................... 23 

Humanities Initiative Dissertation Support Semester Release ......................................... 25 

Check Sheet: Coursework ................................................................................................ 27  

 Check Sheet: Progress toward the Degree ........................................................................ 28 

 Cover Sheet for the Candidacy and Dissertation Research Proposals .............................. 29 

Check Sheet for the Preparation of Dissertations and for the  

Departmental Review  ...................................................................................................... 30 

 The 5-year Ph.D. Program (the M.A./Ph.D.) .................................................................... 34 

 M.A./Ph.D. Program Check Sheet: Degree Requirements ............................................... 35 

 Minors for Ph.D. Students ................................................................................................ 38 

 Formal Review of Student Progress ................................................................................. 38 

 

Graduate Level Courses and Seminars ...................................................................................... 39 

 Courses in Related Areas ................................................................................................. 39 

 Policies about Credits and Registration .....................................................40 

 

Members of the Graduate Faculty .............................................................................................. 42 

Graduate Student Resource Guide ............................................................................................. 45 

Graduate Academic Calendar ..................................................................................................... 48 

Useful Addresses and Telephone Numbers ................................................................................ 52 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



General Information 

Areas of Interest and Structure of the Department 

Our department emphasizes a global perspective on literary study. Our faculty includes scholars 

who specialize in African, Asian, European, Inter-American, and Middle Eastern literatures. We 

are increasingly expanding in some of the newer areas of comparative study, such as Inter-

American literature (the literatures of the AmericasðNorth and South), African literatures, 

translation studies, Diaspora studies and global studies.  

The Department of Comparative Literature is administered by a department head and faculty 

committees. The Graduate Director is the faculty member with primary responsibility for the 

graduate program; sometimes two faculty members share this function. For 2009-2010, the 

Graduate Director is Prof. Sophia McClennen (sam50@psu.edu). The Graduate Program Staff 

Assistant is Jamie Frazell (jlf47@psu.edu).  

The Graduate Committee is elected yearly by the faculty, with its chair appointed by the head of 

the Comparative Literature Department. A student representative serves on the committee when 

it considers curricular and program matters. A list of the comparative literature graduate faculty 

(many of whom hold joint appointments with one or more other departments) is included in this 

handbook.  

Students in the department also have access to additional courses and to faculty members within 

other humanities departments, since both the M.A. and the Ph.D. degrees require work not only 

in comparative literature but also in specific literatures. For example, the offerings of the 

Department of English and of the foreign-language departments are available.  

The journal Comparative Literature Studies is published by our University Press and edited by 

our faculty. The editorial office of CLS is in 442 Burrowes Building. Graduate students are 

encouraged to take advantage of the journal's presence in our department to learn how a 

scholarly journal operates.  

 A Bri ef History of Comparative Literature at Penn State 

Comparative literature courses have been available to Penn State students for more than eight 

decades. The first courses in comparative literature were offered by the Department of English 

Literature in the late 1920s, and proved to be among the most popular courses offered by that 

department. Three of these courses (CMLIT/ENGL 184, 185, and 189) continue to be part of the 

comparative literature curriculum and are cross-listed between English and comparative 

literature. In the 1940s, other courses offered by the Department of German were comparative in 

nature; one of these still exists as CMLIT/GER 443.  

A graduate program in comparative literature came into existence about mid-century. Penn 

State's first Ph.D. in comparative literature was awarded to Robert A. Charles in 1952; the first 

M.A. in comparative literature was awarded to James Hodge in 1960.  

mailto:sam50@psu.edu
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On the undergraduate level, the first course specifically designated as comparative literature ð 

CMLIT 001, then known as Great Writers of Western Literature I ð was established in the late 

1940s. It was not until 1965 that an undergraduate major was developed. The first B.A. in 

comparative literature was granted to Lillian Mercedes-Perez in 1970. A five-year B.A./M.A. 

degree was instituted in 2000.  

Philip Allison Shelley, professor of German and comparative literature and then head of the 

Department of German, served as director of the graduate program starting in the 1950ôs, and 

later directed the undergraduate program, until 1970. Robert F. Lima, Jr., professor of Spanish 

and comparative literature, served as director until 1975. Associate Dean Arthur O. Lewis, 

professor of English, became director in 1975. Caroline D. Eckhardt, professor of English and 

comparative literature, succeeded Dean Lewis in 1977 and, when comparative literature was 

designated a department in 1986, she became its first department head.  

Student Resources 
Financial Aid  

Various forms of financial aid are available to graduate students in the comparative literature 

department, though it is not possible to give financial aid to all deserving students. Some funds 

are provided through public or private foundations, others through Penn State's Graduate School, 

others through the College of the Liberal Arts, and others through the Department of 

Comparative Literature.  

Tuition Grants -in-Aid  

The Graduate School offers a number of grants that pay tuition. Information and application 

forms are available from the Graduate School's Fellowships and Awards office located at 

313Kern Building (865-2514). These grant-in-aid application forms are to be forwarded by the 

Graduate Director, who must endorse each application. Tuition grants are not available to first-

year students.  

Loans and Other Financial Aid  

The Office of Student Aid, 314 Shields Building, offers limited financial assistance in the form 

of National Direct Student Loans. Apply through the Office of Student Aid well before April 1 

for the subsequent year.  

Graduate students may also be eligible for work-study grants: apply through the Office of 

Student Aid. (This is a U.S. government program.) If you receive a work-study grant, inform our 

office, as the department may be able to offer you a job in research or instruction or related 

functions. This is particularly important for summer funding.  

The Office of Residential Life offers a limited number of positions for graduate students to serve 

as resident assistants in undergraduate dorms. Applications for the upcoming academic year are 

accepted in the preceding fall or early winter. Resident assistants receive partial tuition grants, 

http://www.gradsch.psu.edu/
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plus room and board expenses. Contact the Residential Life Office in 135 Boucke Building at 

863-1710 for details.  

Many students help support themselves through part-time work on campus or in the surrounding 

town. For information about work on campus, contact the Student Employment Office in 314 

Shields Building at 865-6301. International students' visas may limit their work opportunities; 

therefore, all international students should check with their visa adviser in Boucke Building 

before seeking or accepting employment.  

Other students serve as part-time instructors in various Penn State academic programs. 

Comparative literature students should always check with the Graduate Director before accepting 

such appointments.  

See also "Teaching Assistantships, Research Assistantships, and Similar Appointments" later in 

this document. 

Normal Progress Timetables  

For purposes of departmental funding, including travel funds, the timetables below state the 

expectations for normal progress toward completion of the degree. If you have questions, see the 

Graduate Director.  

M.A.: 2-years post-B.A. 

Semesters 1ï4: Coursework. 

Semester 4 or the following summer: Submit M.A. paper and graduate. 

Ph.D.: 4 Years 

Semesters 1ï4: Coursework. 

Semester 2: Candidacy examinations. 

Semester 4: Comps list approved by committee. 

Semester 5: Comps in first month. Approval of dissertation proposal in third month. 

Semesters 6ï8: Complete the dissertation and graduate. 

 

Admission directly to the Ph.D.: 5 years post-B.A.  

Semesters 1ï6: Coursework. 

Semester 3: Candidacy examination. 

Semester 5: Comps list approved by committee. 

Semester 6: Comps in first month. Approval of dissertation proposal in third month. 

Semesters 7ï10: Complete the dissertation and graduate. 
 

Advising  

Advising is crucial to the success of each student. Upon arrival, new students are first advised by 

the Graduate Director.  They then seek out an academic advisor, subject to the approval of the 

Graduate Director, who is a specialist in their area of focus. Students should have an academic 

advisor in place by the end of the first year, ideally by the end of the fall term. Students should 

meet with this faculty member, at least once per semester, for advice concerning their programs 

of study, especially for course selection and research plans.  


